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Confessions of an Escaped Climate Negotiator

Introduction


Fog of negotiation. COP6-bis: compliance deal.


Secret: have a story.

Why I escaped: text not outcomes.

The nature of the problem


Scale: ocean acidification


Urgency: next 20 years


Ticking clock: lost climates we leave behind


Katrina analogy


Goal: zero carbon economy

Reflections on the process


Strengths: legitimacy: common problem.


Flaws: inward looking. No authority: does not engage.


Political foundation vs policy design: 



- example:contraction and convergence.


Prospects for Montreal and beyond. Need political conditions for progress.

Building the foundation


Myths:



-    climate is an environment issue

· climate action will wreck the economy (US)

· climate action conflicts with poverty/development goals

· we can adapt (higher order impacts)


Equity:

· who is responsible

· who will be hit

· who has capacity to respond

· who has voice


Reframing:

· value of a stable climate not cost of cutting emissions. iPod analogy


Coalitions:

· value proposition

· bringing new players in

· public/private investment

Coal


IEA numbers


China demonstration plant

Europe’s dilemma


Political will; but industry pushback. Competitiveness.

The US problem


Significance of AP6.

Architecture post 2012


Equity conditions: US in; industrialised countries still lead; some developed countries commit; help with impacts; other help (eg this programme!) 


Opera not song

Links to other regimes/bodies


But core will:

· be UN-based

· include binding caps expressible as tonnes of carbon

· incorporate trading

· develop project mechanisms

· include graduation thresholds

· release smart funding: capacity; impacts; incentives.


Climate as metaphor


Interdependence and common interests


The mirror


If we can deal with climate change, we can achieve sustainable development.

